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TAGS: PFOR SA IR MILI 

SUBJ: VISIT OF IRANIAN DEPUTY MINISTER OF WAR 
REF: JIDDA 7205(PARA 3) 

1 . WE HAVE NO INDICATION THAT F-18L WAS "LIKELY" TOPIC 

OF CONVERSATION, OR EVEN DISCUSSED, DURING VICE MINISTER 
OF WAR TOUFANIAN'S VISIT TO SAUDI ARABIA. CERTAINLY ANY- 
THING THAT WOULD REDUCE UNIT COST WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO 
IRANIANS SHOULD GOI DECIDE TO PURCHASE F-18L AND RECEIVE 
REQUIRED USG APPROVAL TO DO SO. 

2. CODEL RIBICOFF/BAKER (SEN. CULVER) PRESSED TOUFANIAN 
NOV 16 AS TO WHAT GOI WOULD DO IF US DECIDED NOT TO BUY 
F-18L. TOUFANIAN MADE CLEAR TO CODEL THAT IRANIAN 
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN F-18L CONDITIONAL. ADDITIONALLY, 

HE INDICATED THAT IMPRESSION HAD BEEN CONVEYED TO IRAN 
THAT US NAVY SUPPORTS DEVELOPMENT OF F-18L. IRAN HAS POLICY 
OF ACQUIRING NEW AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS ONLY AFTER THEY HAVE 
BEEN ACCEPTED BY US, TOUFANIAN SAID. 

3. WHETHER GOI WOULD PURSUE NEW SYSTEM WHICH US DID NOT 
INTEND TO ACQUIRE, EVEN WITH ENOUGH OTHER BUYERS TO 
ENSURE REASONABLE UNIT PRICE, IS IN OUR VIEW MOST DOUBTFUL. 

THE GOI PREFERS A TOTAL PACKAGE APPROACH INVOLVING TRAINING, 
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NOT BEING PROCURED BY THE US, AT THE VERY LEAST THIS WOULD 
BE DIFFICULT. 

4. WITH RESPECT TO WHAT NORTHROP WILL REQUIRE TO GET 
F-18L PROJECT OFF THE DRAWING BOARD, WE UNDERSTAND NORTHROP 
HERE IS NOW STATING THAT BUY COMMITMENT OF ONLY 250 
WOULD BE ADEQUATE TO ENABLE PROJECT TO CONTINUE. 
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